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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—NOVEMBER CO-SELECTION 
(With Maugham’s Catalina) 


Mann, Thomas. Doctor Faustus. Translated 
Lowe-Porter.) Knopf. Oct. 29, 
$3.50. 

Areviewer books can climb out limb easily and 
ing myself out quivering bough inadequate 
weight and too high for comfort above solid ground 
the opinion, (to corrected confirmed 
time), that this not truly great novel, least 
the most provocative and penetrating one that Doctor 
Thomas Mann has written. 


Doctor Faustus disturbing, thought-provoking, difficult 
and absorbing reading. will seriously discussed the 
many who dismiss the all-too-ordinary “best with 
ashrug and tolerant grimace; while those who are prone 
raptures superlatives over every book that wins 
nod, (most particularly one chosen the Book- 
board), will spout and gurgle their 
jargon feckless ecstasy. However, this novel 
inthe great tradition, theme that has intrigued and 
and challenged some the greatest creative 
modern Western Civilization—Dante, Goethe, 
Christopher Marlowe, Shakespeare, Balzac, Dostoievsky, 
Bernanos: the power the powers darkness 
inthe soul man. real sense, Doctor Faustus 
more than the saga one man’s its 
nation possessed, people accurst. 


This modern Doctor Faustus named Adrian Leverkuhn, 
musical composer who lived, supposedly, from 


1885 1940 and details whose career are credible 
composite elements from the lives Arnold Schoen- 
berg, Hector Berlioz, Gustav Mahler, (to name few who 
are called mind throughout these pages). 
raphy being written, some four years after his death, 
his life-long friend and admirer, Serenus Zeitblom, 
teacher history Catholic high-school Bavaria, 
the hour when Germany its death throes defeat. 
Interwoven with these two are the lives score and 
more men and women who were associated with had 
influence upon the central character. rich and 
diversified gallery individuals and types, who talk 
music, and art and history and politics and personal affairs 
and gossip. Through this device telling the fifty-five 
year course Leverkuhn’s life throughout the later period 
the war, Doctor Mann succeeds, (and does succeed!) 
establishing three-fold perspective, though one 
were looking at, not only Leverkuhn and his acquaint- 
ances, but the whole German nation, triple 
mirror: the central one reflects Leverkuhn embodi- 
ment that daemonism which possessed and doomed 
modern Germany its acceptance Nazism; and the 
opposing mirrors either side, that daemonic urge its 
early origins and first flushes success, and its final 
agony. One has the feeling that Doctor Mann has chosen 
set forth here the allegory people who trafficked 
with the powers darkness, desperate bargaining for 
plain, not defend, Germany’s submission the diablerie 
Nazism. Adrian Leverkuhn, did this people enter 
into pact with the powers Hell. 
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Adrian Leverkuhn’s father, farmer Saxony, was in- 
terested “speculating the delighted ex- 
perimenting with certain elementary phenomena the 
strange rhythms and forces nature, which might 
earlier age have been regarded dabbling the black 
arts alchemy. The town Kaiseraschern, where 
Adrian lived with his uncle Nikolaus during his early 
school years, was medieval its aspect and its people 
preserved some the traces the early-Reformation 
superstitions. Leipzig, where Adrian entered theologi- 
cal studies for the Lutheran ministry, gravitated toward 
those professors who had strong belief the existence 
and power Satan. was shy, self-contained, sensi- 
tive lad, ineluctably attracted music, but first showed 
almost abnormal diffidence toward it. However, his 
uncle was maker musical instruments; there was 
enthusiastic and able organist the town who helped 
first inspire, and then guided the young man’s awakening 
love for music and who recognized him unusual 
gift, real genius. This stuttering but caple teacher, Wen- 
dell Kretschmar was disappointed when Adrian decided 
devote himself theology; but welcomed his pupil 
back intensive studies when, the midst career, 
Leverkuhn abandons his theological studies devote him- 
self his absorbing interest: the mastery harmony and 
musical composition. 


Adrian strangely remote and cold person, but one 
desperate adventure contracts disease that infects him 
and inevitably leads his final collapse. the strange 
and horrifying document which leaves among his notes, 
and which produced his biographer midway his 
story, this adventure identified the first deliberate and 
conscious acceptance demonic domination; 
course the infection forecast the price his superior 
power compose, well the course his “pos- 
session”. His years successive periods 
pain and depression, exhilaration and musical fertility. 
Long passages are devoted descriptions the works 
this fictional composer: the score comic opera 
Labors choral cantata the Apocalypse; 
symphony the “cosmogony”; the “Lament Doctor 
Faustus”, among others. 

These long sections devoted the musical career his 
central character will deep interest admirers 
Doctor Mann, and considerable interest musicians. 
The entire novel exhibits knowledge music that 
once admirable and enviable. There great deal 
the dramatic symphony the structure the novel, 
fact. 

However, may well these very musical discursions 
which will found tedious those who are not least 
little familiar with the ideology tones. Some the 
pages, too, will bit difficult for those who are not 
acquainted with pre-Elizabethan English, since the 
conceit the author have Adrian write and times, 
(when most influenced his speak Ger- 
man which was Lutheran. The narrator, Dr. Zeitblom, 
quenter the sacraments; but his philosophy 
tude, general, are orthodox, though there are lapses, 
here and there, which may irritate dogmatist. the 
whole, the book can recommended serious readers, 
those who prefer novel have the richness 
stance steak pie. The theme diabolic possession 
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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB— 
NOVEMBER CO-SELECTION 


(With Mann’s Doctor Faustus) 


Maugham, Somerset. Catalina. 
Oct. 26, 1948. 275p. $3.00. 


Catalina, Somerset Maugham’s latest venture into 
field the historical novel, will probably make its 
into the ranks the best sellers. The story, artfully 
moves swiftly and smoothly the single swirl of; 
swallow twilight flight. Surely the skill the 
ticed artist immediately evident. Narrative speed 
combined with sharp, economic 
The scenes come life when pricked the deft 
prod the author’s pen; yet, for all its artfulness, th: 
product barren. Mr. Maugham’s recent fiction, includ. 
ing Then and Now and The Razor's Edge, 
lack urgency, depth, and Catalina 
book. not literature. 
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The reading experience derived from Maugham’s 
fiction gives one pause. Does one have the right 
more than brittle, fanciful experience from reading 
novel written literary artist whose earlier efforts have 
won the praise, esteem, and gratitude reader and 
The applause discriminating readers gave 
ham prominent place among the great novelists our 
age. would seem that artist who has accepted th: 
accolade would endeavor produce literature quality 
which would least bear the marks acknowledgemen 
Perhaps Mr. Maugham tired. 
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Some readers may find Catalina delicious 
frothy satire, and the buoyantly earthy spirit well being 
which momentarily experienced those who hold the 
opinion that God, who infinitely just and merciful, pos 
sesses ineffaceable sense humor. The foibles, 
vices, and hypocrisies that man will practice his weake 
moments must certainly move one who Omnipotent 
Omniscient smile benignly upon the childish 
like indulgent and understanding father who, 
may seem frown upon infractions the 
rules and regulations has prescribed, cannot help 
gaging occasional practical joke himself. 
obviously the spirit which the novel was written 
Maugham seems enjoying himself much 
hopes the reader will. 

This the story Catalina, girl who lived Spain 
young and beautiful creature loses the use her 
and destined pitiful life crutches. But she is: 
pious and devout lady whom the lust for life neve 
wanes. She prays for miracle that will cure her 
ness and make her attractive once more the eyes of: 


handsome young tailor whose wife she longs be. LITERA 
One day, while Catalina prayer, the Virgin 
20, 


appears her and speaks these words: “The son 
Suarez Valero who has best served God has 
power heal you.” Now Juan Suarez Valero 
three sons: one, bishop, pious and saintly 
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soldier, arrogant opportunist; and third, 
humble, unobtrusive, charitable. Which these 
his power perform the miracle? Catalina, 
those whom she has confided, automatically pre- 
the bishop who has won reputation for 

The usual suspicions witchcraft and fraud are allayed 
ind the sympathetically and vividly drawn 
who the Inquisitor does not escape Maug 
sardonic but shallow attack the Inquisition— 
fearfully, and humbly consents party 
the making miracle. scene that assumes the 
freak show, the miracle attempted; but 
come off. Then the second brother, the insolent 
would try his hand. Finally the miracle per- 
through the third brother, the humble, terrified 

Catalina, Once more whole and sound, wins back the 
her erstwhile lover who attracted her 
only her beauty but her new found fame well. 
her troubles have only begun. Complications beset 
her the person the Prioress nunnery, haughty, 
alculating, frustrated aristocrat who sees Catalina 
valuable asset for her nunnery; young, live saint. After 
but violently passionate scene with the Prioress— 
that leaves bad taste—Catalina finally pierces the cold 
amor the ambitious nun and finds woman’s heart. 
The Prioress releases Catalina and helps her escape 
with her lover. 


These are scenes that jar one’s sensibilities and make one 
rsent Maugham’s handling miracles for the sake 
demonstrating that God has sense humor. the 
dimax, his treatment the miracle element assumes 
Rabelaisian tone which will doubt delight many 
Catalina, danger being seduced her 
before they are married, protected the inter- 
the Virgin Mary who leaves Catalina her 
resources only after she and her lover have been 
lawful wedlock. 


That Maugham has paused long enough look 
Christian God might the surface seem commendable, 
his perspective leaves one disturbed. The recurring 
note irreverence indicates that has fallen upon 
theme not capable handling with discretion. This 
sevident contrast. The theme has been used before, 
and humorously, men faith. Humility 
and love are pre-requisites without which the recounting 
this kind appear gross. Maugham dresses the 
theme the mantle sophistication, embroidered with 
amateurish whimsy and cynicism. sense humor 
wer desirable and welcome long puts things 
proper human proportion. Maugham upsets the 
Perhaps, the final analysis, only the saints can 
with God. 

Lawrence Pontrelli, 
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LITERARY GUILD—NOVEMBER SELECTION 


‘mith, Dodie. Capture the Brown. 
1948. 343p. $3.00. 


would aggravate perfect rash clichés 
call this book delightful, warm, absorbing, superbly 
natural and spontaneous—all the opening sentence? 


Smith 
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Probably; but doesn’t really matter, provided these same 
solid old worked-to-death words labor toward the enlarge- 
ment Dodie Smith’s American audience. Literary 
Guild subscribers, course, will holding priorities 
that audience this month, for Capture the Castle 
November selection. And club members may well ab- 
solve the Guild its past sins against literature after God- 
send Castle and the unconventional Mortmains have cap- 
tivated them. 


The high comedy the story lies somewhere the 
happy realm between Anglified versions Remember 
Mama and Life With Father, recorded the journal 
seventeen-year-old Cassandra Mortmain. The diary 
was originally begun, she explains it, “partly practice 
newly acquired speed-writing and partly teach my- 
self how write novel—I intend capture all our 
characters and put conversations”. Progressing, then, 
through her cheap little “Sixpenny Book”, “Shilling 
Book”, and finally the luxurious blue and gold leather- 
bound “Two-Guinea Book”, Cassandra’s candid family 
revelations assume form substance, colorful lights 
and side glances, from the lean days March the 
October. her story de- 
velops, grows Cassandra—in wisdom, understanding 
and the heartbreak first romance. 


Her father, James Mortmain, had once produced very 
unusual and popular volume, admixture poetry, 
philosophy and fiction, after which had 
signed forty-year lease the picturesque castle and 
buried his nose detective novels. His single attempt 
sociability had occurred few years back, when had 
presented his three children with Topaz, fabulous, large- 
hearted young step-mother, previously artist’s model 
and still given occasional histrionics and communing 
with nature stormy nights clad only hip boots. 


Since father had mysteriously lost any desire pursue 
his muse further, the matter providing income had 
been appropriated Stephen Colly, the son their 
former cook, who quite altruistically love with Cas- 
sandra. From this slough financial despair realistic 
twenty-one-year-old Rose yearns rescue herself and her 
dear ones marrying rich man. The opportunity seems 
hand when Simon and Neil Cotton arrive from 
the States take over nearby Scoatney and the 
mains’ own castle, which Simon has inherited from his 
grandfather. 


The Mortmains acquiesce gracefully the Cottons’ pa- 
tronage reason father’s renown: his element 
lapping their library and being lashed into defense 
his literary idleness Mrs. Cotton’s trenchant tongue. 
Cassandra and her brother Thomas are both adolescent 
enough prefer the thoughtful donations ham 
roast for the castle’s ordinarily scant teas, and Rose quickly 
adapts the new role femme fatale for Simon’s bene- 
fir. Even the handsome but unassuming Stephen thrust 
into loftier station life through Leda Fox-Cotton, 
London relative the Cottons, who fancies him 
model for her photographic work and other sophisticated 
connections. 

spite its culmination successful adventure (for the 
dragon poverty dismissed all his forms, father does 
create second masterpiece, Rose finds the man her 
dreams, and Cassandra stumbles upon maturity), Cap- 
ture the Castle means novel with the “brick- 


| 


Sandburg 


wall happy ending” that Cassandra kind 
ending where you never think any more about the 
characters”. 


Long, long after you have finished their chronicle, you 
will remember and speculate the Mortmains, their 
classical menagerie—the dog Heloise and Abelard the 
cat; Miss Blossom, the plaster dressmaker’s dummy who 
exopunded such sage advice dreadful cockney accent 
and Cassandra’s falsetto; the magnificent moldering castle 
and the King’s Crypt villagers. The discovery this fresh 
and genuine literature one the nicest surprise pack- 
ages available for the whole family the November 


publishing news. 
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Sandburg, Carl. Remembrance Rock. 


Brace. Oct. 1948. 1067p. $5.00. 


The plan Remembrance Rock, despite its massive and 
unwieldy bulk, very simple. Young Raymond Windom 
returns from World War II, bewildered, cynical, sickened 
with guilt the futility his experience. His grand- 
father, Justice Orville Brand Windom, leaves him per- 
sonal manuscript the three great critical phases the 
American story. Re-orientated the old man’s narra- 
tive, Raymond’s health body and spirit wells back 
new life. The book thus consummates itself Prologue 
and Epilogue slightly more than one hundred pages. 


The other nine-and-a-half-hundred pages comprise the 
Judge’s (or better, the poet, Carl Sandburg’s) concept 
the miracle that America. three huge sections, 
records the annals nation embryo, conceived the 


Pilgrim seed Plymouth the passionate desire for 
liberty and justice; the nation’s birth the pangs the 
Revolution; its coming age and the final forging its 


solidarity the Civil War. And now, this nation, this 
intensely human thing for which Raymond fought and 
bled, the age maturity and wisdom, prepared 
give the law justice and freedom the other nations 
the world. 

Historically, Sandburg loads his volume down with data: 
The Seven Articles and The Five Reasons the Pilgrims; 
The Mayflower Compact; the diary called “The Landing 
the Pilgrims”; Captain Miles Standish; the failure 
Wollaston and the failure Weston Wey- 
mouth; the witches Salem and the Scarlet Letters; the 
Declaration Independence; the printers the Revolu- 
tion—Henry Tozzer the rebel and Rivington the collabora- 
tor, Isaiah Thomas and his Massachusetts Spy; Sam 
Adams and John Hancock; the Erie Canal; the surge 
the West; folksongs and folk dances, Minstrel shows; 
Negroes, Catholics, Jews, bigotry; inventions, Cyrus 
Cormick and the reaper. Some the passages are forth- 
right transcriptions historical documents. but 
few the characters are historical personages. 


Such the literal plan Remembrance Rock. an- 
other level, Sandburg the poet makes allegory his facts. 
Raymond and his wife, Mimah, represent the present, 
Judge Windom the past and baby Joe Stillwell the future 
historical triad that meets like Hegel’s thesis, anti- 
thesis and synthesis. every phase time, the triad 
three generations perpetuates itself. the Pilgrims, 
consists Mary Windling, whose daughter, Remember, 


walks with her promised lover, Resolved Wayfare, 
seeker “to the future”. this case, the 
influence supplied one Oliver Ball Windrow, 
voted suitor Mary’s but twenty years her 
the Revolution, Ordway Winshore plays grandfather 
the child his son Lock. For the section the 
War, Omri Winwold stands grand-uncle 
Joel, son his nephew, Rodney Wayman and Mibs 
bler Wayman. From the wisdom the past and the 
the present comes the life the future. For 
God’s opinion that life should on”. 

Symbols play prominent part the allegory. The 
portant characters have alliterative names: the 
elders bear the names Oliver Ball Windrow, 
Wingate, Ordway Winshore, Omri 
Brand Windom; the women prominence are Mar 
Windling and her daughter Remember, Mim 
Mibs Wimbler and Mimah Windom; the men 
answer Resolved Wayfare, Robert Winshore, 
Wayman, Raymond Windom. The women, Mary, Mim, 
Mibs and Mimah manifest health and vigor both body 
and mind their six-foot heights. All are addicted 
one way another, the freedom the dance. 
and dreams play potent part the shaping 
futures. All are beset some Devil, some Evil 
Satan that fear and doubt incarnate and whom the 
finally overcome. Their sense history reflected 
the symbolism watches and clocks and this 
history, the larger view that sees the brevity 
single moment time, that they conquer fear. From the 
corruption fear engendered liberty. 


This the theme the book: “Always the path 
American destiny has been into the Unknown... Ply- 
mouth and Jamestown there was the Unknown vast 
the writing the Declaration and later amid the cold 
and filth Valley Forge, there was the Unknown again, 
precedents forerunners guide. Later the triak 
crossing the Great Plains and pioneering the Wes 
coast and the bloody sectional struggle that hammered 
national union into finality, there was ever the 
known. And never was more true than now—the path 
American destiny leads into the 
Plymouth and Valley Forge, from Cemetery 
Gettysburg and from the Argonne, from Anzio, Africa and 
the Pacific atolls comes growth. From crisis and 
from the pain and expiation the present for the 
sins the past, comes the right pursue happiness. 


ing, 


Life, liberty and happiness, together these give the 
the story, the appeal the will for courage the face 
the Unknown. The appeal made concrete form, 
metal and leather packet with bronze plaque and: 
silver chain which Oliver Windrow gives Mary Wind 
ling wear. Mary passes Remember who gives 
Resolved Wayfare. appears with Resolved’s 
grand-nephew, Robert and later with 
Wimbler, Robert’s great-grand-daughter. Finally, 
Windom leaves for Mimah. The plaque bears the 
simple inscription Roger Bacon’s The Four Stumbling 
Blocks Truth: “1. The influence fragile unworthy 
authority. Custom. The imperfection undis 
ciplined senses. Concealment ignorance 
tion seeming wisdom.” These are the guideposts 
America’s courage seeking the truth. And the truth 
will make America free. 
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finally, mystical anagogical meaning underlies 
permeates every page and every fact within the 
chronicle. appeal faith, poetic chant belief 
and exhortation. constitutes somewhat panoply 
the natural religion America, mystical theology 
justice, equality and freedom—if such term may 
exorcise the nation its devils doubt and 
fear. 

history, Remembrance Rock rises massive and ponder- 
static. Sandburg knows his lessons well and 
must recite them willy-nilly, even they repetitious 
wordy times. allegory, Remembrance Rock be- 
monumental haystack which the needle 
hid. moral, Remembrance Rock succeeds 
establishing the good news that the truth, and the 
alone will make free. mystique America, 
Remembrance Rock comes fairly close the fact that the 
Truth Person and that the Person the Way and the 
life. Sandburg falls short here, only 
Dante. 


moral, parable, what you not idea 
action with proper interrelationship between 
characters, events and meanings, between plot and moti- 
Its idea bulky crowd everything else 
wt. Sometimes—and this purely from the point 
view the historical novel—Remembrance Rock sounds 
lke Opera Four Acts with the author singing 
the parts. its characters without exception, even 
the children, walk and talk with tempo and tone that 
all too clearly indicate the author change costume. 
Action, i.e., vital action, reduced 
enough give the author time shift his weight from 
foot another while continues singing. The long 
historical recitatives are nothing not monotonous 
work purporting record the thundering march men 
with destiny. 

Granted the above, Remembrance Rock can recom- 
mended unreservedly all readers. For tremen- 
dously sincere piece work, one that may bring hope 
times, shed light upon our past, re-orientate our 
attitude the meaning our heritage. 


West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Plievier, Theodor. Stalingrad. (Translated Rich- 
and Clara Winston.) Appleton-Century-Crofts. 
1948. 357p. $3.00. 


The hideous and shapeless heaps rubble that mar the 
length and breadth Germany, and mark where once 
cities stood, are quickly recognized symbols 
the defeat nation which tolerated Nazism, delirious 
easy see the human wreckage which that 
wrought; men’s flesh soon corrupts into 
dust, and bones are easily buried. Few, even the 
German population, realized the extent the 
which consumed the hapless hundreds thousands 
their soldiers—their men, the debacle the Russian 
particularly the disastrous defeat Stalingrad. 
Theodor Plievier has painted picture sustained horror 
this novel, “Stalingrad.” has the air 


Plievier lol 


writhing misery that the vast mural the Last Judgment 
inspires those who look for the first time Michel- 
angelo’s masterpiece the Sistine Chapel. Only here, 
there are angels mercy sent rescue the just from 
degradation. one vast canvas men enmeshed 
doom. Inevitably, will compared with Remarque’s 
novel the German breakdown World War Nichts 
Neues Westen (All Quiet the Western Front); 
with Henri Barbusse’s despairing appeal revolt “Under 
Fire”. But Stalingrad differs radically from those earlier 
“war classics” and from the American novels published 
since the end 1945. Plievier has managed give the 
impression mass warfare, hundreds thousands 
men all degrees and positions and temperaments, strug- 
gling blindly against the fearsome winter, the relentless 
encirclement the Russian forces, the stupidity Su- 
preme Headquarters (Hitler and his coterie), the machine- 
like militarism army command, the numbed and help- 
less obedience the many. His scene the desolate area 
between the Don and the Volga west Stalingrad; vil- 
lages, hills, ravines, hundreds foxholes, river-banks, 
snow-drifted roads, the shattered streets and squares 
Stalingrad itself; cellars, dugouts, barnyards, open fields; 
all these inhabited men every temperament and 
background, men rags and filth, starving, stumbling, 
frozen, shell-torn, fevered with dysentery; men com- 
mand posts, braid and medals; men with field phones 
and overlays and charts; men with illusions and dreams 
and ambitions; doctors, lieutenants, privates, sergeants, 
colonels, generals, chaplains. Some live for paragraph 
two; some survive from page page; few, only, are 
left the straggling, defeated line that marches prison 
camp. But the overall effect having lived through 
the disastrous campaign within the German lines; the 
Russian attackers remaining always anonymous but 
ever-present and ever-pressing threat. Under the incessant 
morale weakens and collapses; men who had 
thoughtlessly accepted all the hysterical promises and pre- 
dictions the Fuehrer find, defeat, the realization the 
extent their deception; the perverted nature their pro- 
gram; the and flatulence what they had ac- 
cepted “faith”. But the midst all the misery, 
shines out the glimmer indestructible dignity and de- 
cency here and there. sergeant (Gnotke) endures because 
his unreasoning protection another human being, the 
broken, numbed hulk comrade; colonel (Vilshofen), 
because his understanding and sympathy with his men, 
and less clear-eyed ability. These and others live 
through terror and horror, that mounts the pocket 
which the army trapped grows narrower. 


Yet this revolutionary tract; vindication the 
Russian way; and least the translation, which 
“certain editorial changes and omissions” have been made 
“to prepare edition suited American readers”, there 
none the pre-occupation with sex that has colored all 
the recent American novels the war. Stalingrad is, 
however, instinct with tragic sense retribution, 
catastrophe deserved and precipitated guilt. 
statement conviction that “who sows the wind must 
reap the whirlwind”. The inevitability the defeat, 
comprehended man after man each his own 
fashion, Jends this novel the classic 


tragedy. 


Readers who may suspect the intentions the author, be- 
cause his former (pre-war) associations, 
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organizer, because the book was first pub- 
lished the Russian-occupied zone Germany, will find 
little support their suspicions these pages. the 
contrary, there here evident only tremendous sym- 
pathy for, and deep respect for the fundamental dignity 
and integrity men. Some the most revealing and 
affecting passages are those which center around the 
activities two chaplains, one Catholic, one Protestant. 
And the sense need for spiritual strength for salvation 
most clearly stated page 145: 


those who did penance all the way from the 
Rossoshka ravine Pitomnik, and from Pitomnik 
through Gumrak and these 
atoned for his own guilt alone. 

They were the sacrifice. And sacrifice atones for all. 
(The Cross.) This symbol the priest saw rising from 
the snow and towering into the sky. There was, 
come again, challenging and pointing the way, making 
order out chaos, mending all that was broken, mak- 
ing the crooked 
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Warner, Sylvia Townsend. The Corner That Held 
Them. Viking. Oct. 25, 1948. 367p. $3.00. 


This chronicle Medieval nuns comprises the origin and 
early-life chapters the biography convent situated 
somewhere England. records the foundation the 
Convent Oby Purgatorial offering one Brian 
Retteville for the soul his adulteress wife, Alianor, 
the year Our Lord 1160. History then skips lightly 
through the decades time until the fateful year 1348 
when the Black Death isolated the nuns Oby. This 
the year when the annals properly begin. 


Abandoned their regular chaplain, the nuns worry 
around the convent until the morning that clerk 
Minor Orders, wandering about through the effects the 
previous night’s drunkenness, presents himself the con- 
vent gate for breakfast. The nuns, naturally enough, hesi- 
tate let anyone for fear the pestilence. However, 
comes out during the exchange words that the con- 
vent without Chaplain. that moment Ralph Kello, 
the scholarly bibber, receives the inspiration advance 
himself Orders and, for the sake breakfast, de- 
clares himself priest. and gladly, the 
nuns throw open the gates him declaring that has 
been sent them God. Ralph enters and stays for 
about thirty years. 

Those thirty years with simulated priest, simulated 
Mass and simulated Sacraments make most The 
Corner That Held Them. The various prioresses, their 
capabilities and woeful lack the same, the building 
the convent steeple, holy chapter and the cold literally 
bloody wars therein, the official Visitation the Bishop; 
nymphomaniac skullery maid doing dubious penance, 
quarrels, quibbles, fears and foolishness; over all the rancid 
smell unwashed help, lice the hair and dirt; such 
the substance this realistic approach convent life 
the Middle Ages. 

Miss Warner has broken off little corner the Medieval 
mosaic and sketched with remarkable skill. Because 


* 


Warner Wescott 


Best 


but ever 
gales 
tion 
When 
Characte 
ysual ill 


her pen skillful, the reader must warned 
mistake the corner for the whole square, illation 
lies implicit the book. The Middle Ages simply dog 
not fit into the Convent Oby matter how much 
one tries cram within the convent grounds. Realism, 
because its dedication detail—usually the 
morbid type—necessarily produces foreshortened 
tends constantly substitute the part depicted 
the whole from which the part was originally taken, 
tendency that often concludes with the declaration 
the part the whole. Not all monasteries were 
ciplined; not all nuns were nitwits, scraggy wrecks 
womanhood affected with religious neuroses; not 
monks were drunkards; not all pilgrims rude nor 
maids all prostitutes. 


The emphasis here all too might 
said un-Christian where the only faith 
portrayed superstition, where the only vocation 
forth either matter worldly convenience 
Freudian sublimation. Readers The Corner That 
Them should limited those only who are 
ally interested literature. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 


West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 
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Wescott, Jan. Captain for Elizabeth. Crown. 
18, 1948. 358p. $3.00. 


this rather inconsequential and partially historical novel, 
laid the days England’s Elizabethan glory, Jan Wescott 
delves into the career free-booting explorer Tom 
Cavendish, whose exploits the Pacific aided the 
singeing the Spanish royal beard. Dissipated 
lusty and frequent philanderer, gambler, sailor, 
tographer and leader men—all these was Tom 
dish. Setting sail with three ships from England beat 
through the Straits Magellan and into the Pacific where 
raided and will. Then capturing the 
Spanish treasure galleon, the Santa Anna, captured 
the lovely widow, Catherine Montoro. who had 
merely dallied with women, found himself constant 
sword’s-point with Catherine until acknowledged his 
love and she bowed his ‘resolve let nothing stand 
the his contemplated circumnavigation the 
world. 


the maintenance discipline Cavendish abandoned 
brother David the Spaniards who were 
marooned the California coast. Setting fire the 
Santa Anna, sailed westwards. David saved the 
Santa Anna and used her sail the Spaniards the 
nearest colony from whence escaped Vera Cru, 
where Catherine, who had become Madam Cavendish 
hedge ceremony, was meet him and they were 
return England await Tom. Catherine died 
childbirth Vera Cruz and David carried the child back 
England. Cavendish, after innumerable 
completed his circumnavigation, the third recorded his 
tory, end returned England with invaluable charts 
maps and records, well with incalculable 
Ignorant Catherine’s fate awaited her return 
London. Finally despairing, resumed his 
helly life, only learn her fate from David. 
time settled home with his daughter and David 
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eventually the old restlessness overcame him. 
attempt reach the Pacific was battered by- 
the Straits Magellan and perished starva- 
and exposure. 


When adventure manages creep into this story 
readable but the romantic angle quite boring 
result the story limps along unevenly throughout. 
Characterizations are fairly awkward and unreal; they are 
with the usual historical pre-vision 
illicit sexuality renders the story suitable only for 
whom deserves very little recommendation. 


William. Intruder the Dust. Random 


House. Sept. 27, 1948. 247p. $3.00. 

eight years since William Faulkner has published 
and judge from the work that breaks this literary 
they have been years mellowing and moderation. 
Intruder the Dust avoids the perversion, gruesome 
and sensational naturalism the discursive 
novels favor compact melodrama that con- 
indictment racial intolerance under the guise 
The opinion that Faulkner diffi- 
read and interpret, which the one point 
the critical welter that surrounds him, will 
substantially shaken this book, though does 
make more than usual concessions the reader. The 
punctuation, still scanty, least includes all the conven- 
marks; there are general continuity the stream 
and almost orderly chronology the 
and most the time one even knows who 
thinking, speaking, being discussed without re-reading. 
The central figure Lucas Beauchamp, negro whose 
refusal say “Mister” white man typifies the sense 
has inherited from his white ancestors. When 
jailed for the shooting Vinson Gowrie, most the 
whites enjoy the circumstance lesson his supposed 
and ignore his plea innocence with pleasur- 
able anticipation the inevitable lynching party follow. 
But sixteeen-year-old Chick (narrator the story, nephew 
County Attorney Stevens, and usually met simply 
convinced; with the help his negro companion 
Aleck Saunders and the spinster Eunice Habersham 
detective justify the plea. prove that 
could not have fired the shot, these three dig the 
the murdered man and find therein the body 
named Jake Montgomery. the rapid tangle 
that follows Sheriff Hope Hampton joins the search and 
proving Crawford Gowrie guilty both 
murders, one them fratricide. Crawford’s motive has 
been conceal his thefts lumber, which had heen 
from his brother and selling Montgomery; his 
jail provides his escape from the law and the 
fnal incident the denouement. Lucas thus justly 
insists paying his fee Uncle Stevens for 
services, and with unbowed sense personal dignity 
demands receipt return. 


The real significance the novel lies not these events, 
though they become during the middle the 
the theme behind them study the injustice, 
false ethics, and hollow culture that stamp humanity 
when finds opportunity for majority tyrannize over 
afew. The force with which the lesson emerges comes 
from the characterization Lucas. needs 
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masterly creation for the book succeed, and 
that; too much sentiment his behalf, deviation from 
the narrow line between proper pride human dignity 
and arrogance retaliatory unfriendly environment, 
would have ruined him and reduced the novel from tragic 
universality local pathos. wholly satisfactory 
protagonist who represents his cause reasonable, 
ethical basis devoid demagoguery. the final effect 
not Lucas who trial but the white population 
Yoknapatawpha County. 

This artistic pleading the case somewhat marred 
the late pages direct preachment, usually put into the 
mouth Uncle Stevens, against certain specific political 
and social measures current today. Faulkner insists 
them that FEPC laws and the like cannot basically solve 
the problem “Sambo” because they are “based the 
idea that man’s injustice man can abolished over- 
night police.” The real solution must come from 
inner, voluntary sense humanity “relinquished him 
rather than torn from us.” Divorce, loveless mar- 
riage, and the American passion for the automobile come 
for corollary denunciation these too openly didactic 
passages. 

The book has remarkably little profanity and sexual 
coarseness; that score would acceptable for general 
reading. But Faulkner’s known methods, even though 
moderated, still limit him public sufficient maturity 
understand his technical intricacy. Sentences run for 
pages; parentheses occur within verbs straggle 
twenty lines after subjects; relationships among characters 
and incidents must sometimes almost intuitively estab- 
lished. Perhaps should regretted that such features 
will limit the circulation novel worthy cause 
this one is, though the very characteristics that restrict 
Faulkner somewhat select audience are the ones 
most staunchly defended his disciples. 


George Grauel, Ph. D., 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Heym, Stefan. The Crusaders. Little, Brown. Sept. 
18, 1948. 642p. $3.50. 

There something intensely pathetic about this disagree- 
able book. expresses perfectly the chaos our 
civilization, the chaos action and one 
the increasing number books that fall midway be- 
tween History and novel. The characters are ficticious, 
the main incidents almost entirely historical. con- 
cerned with cross-section the American Army, begin- 
ning with the events soon after the Normandy landing, 
through the liberation Paris and the Battle the Bulge, 
ending with the fall and occupation Germany. Many 
things are well, even brilliantly, conveyed: the conviction 
that the war must good over when Paris was 
liberated, the shock the seemingly unexpected set-back 
the Battle the Bulge; and the way which the 
majority the American soldiers, venal they are shown 
be, are totally unprepared for the phenomenon 
collaborationism, for treachery and for the tortures the 
concentration camps. Only the men who went through 
these experiences can say how authentic the book is. The 
writing carries conviction, and note the author 
the beginning the actuality many the 
things described. 


164 


But the book not good technically. Its construction 
surely badly extraordinarily difficult dis- 
tinguish between the various characters: Yates, Troy, 
Loomis, Bing—many others, all well drawn point, 
but all failing make themselves into real people. There 
something wrong with novel when one constantly 
having turn back pages identify character. Yet 
there something real life the way they are pre- 
sented. Someone flung into crowd strangers would 
probably take considerable length time distinguishing 
one from another. But the novel one branch the 
art literature. must suggest real life, even the dull- 
ness and the monotony it, but must not seem 
dull the reader. And suggest that book where 
hard visualize the characters quickly 
viduals dull. Probably there are too many them. 
Also they are only seen against the abnormal background 
war. Never see any them his own normal 
environment. The nearest come the picture 
Yates, the intellectual, the College professor, his mem- 
ories, his reactions. recalls how lacked the char- 
acter stand for his convictions against his colleagues 
the Faculty, and wonders whether was the habit 
yielding that had grown upon him then, the taking 
the line least resistance, that has governed his later 
conduct and prevented his exposing piece vile bully- 
ing, that member his company had been driven 
over the edge into insanity. 


The incidents, too, are curiously all piece. doubt 
the fighting men the sordid horror the unnatural 
life must have tended obliterate perspective, think 
the taking village and the taking Capital 
things which was hard gauge the respective im- 


portance. But though obviously Stefan Heym endeavor- 
ing stress the fact that life the problem—the pre- 
serving one’s own, the taking the 


something wrong with the presentation. The inevitable 
highlights the artists are missing. would com- 
pletely impossible give resumé the plot. From one 
point view there plot; from another, there too 
much. 


inevitable that the book should abound sexual 
incidents. They are described the coarsest language, 
and there objective morality the book. That 
not say that the author not animated the pro- 
foundest pity for these suffering men and women, and 
the book will one more valuable piece testimony, 
chance generation ever arises again glamorize 
war. But the book fundamentally untrue book. 
life with God left out, ignored. one gives Him 
thought. They suffer and have idea why they suffer. 
wonder that much made the fact that 
these men cannot state their war aims—but Stefan Heym 
does not seem know why that so. What world! 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College the 
Sacred Heart, 

New York City 
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Jennings, John. River the West. Doubleday. 


Oct. 14, 1948. 368p. $3.00. 


When Rochblave Xavier (Rory) O’Rourke was dismissed 
from the service the Northwest Fur Company because 


Jennings 


Best 


feud with one the partners whom had 
cannibalism, was immediately employed 
Jacob Astor whose numerous commercial activities 
cluded widespread fur trade. Taken New York 
learn the Astor affairs, proceeded lose his 
the beautiful flirt, Valerie Drake. The return 
and Clarke from their historic trip the Northwest fire 
sored monopoly the fur trade that would secure 
rich new area the United States. 


pursuance this idea Rory was sent Washingto 
where found that Jefferson, Madison and Gallatin 
idea uniting this new territory the States 
they felt that would spreading available 
resources too thinly prevent encroachment the par 
some European state. Jefferson did hope see ap. 
other nation freemen with common aims 
west the Mississippi. would then give Astor 
governmentally-sponsored monopoly but would 
him technical assistance and some degree 
This fostered new ideal Astor’s head—if 
lished series posts the Northwest why couldn’t 
with supplies and personnel and overland 
posts, was fitted out. Rory, still smitten with Valerie 
had promised marry him but kept postponing the dat: 
while she coquetted with others, refused and Astor 
then took partners several men whom had enticed 
from the Northwest Company. But then Rory, actin 
upon the advice Deborah, Valerie’s younger sister, 
issued ultimatum his fiancée—wedding bells 
ately would join the expedition for two year 
sence. Rory joined the expedition Astor’s 
fidential agent. 

For the remainder the story there little plot—merely 
travelogue and incident. The voyage around the Horn, 
the Hawaiians and the eventual landfall the 
mouth the Columbia difficult one under bumbling 
and savage shipmaster, Captain Thorn. There con 
stant squabbling over areas command, idiotic 
are made and when the post finally established 
only partially built and stocked when Captain 
sails away the north trading voyage. 
stupidity provokes treacherous Indian attack which costs 
his life and the loss the ship with most the 
supplies. Rory and four companions escape and retum 
after several months the post where they find disunity, 
lack supplies and but little success trading. Then 
the overland party wins through after extreme privation 
and the post’s problems become more complicated. Wher 
the relief ship arrives there such confusion orders 
that she not allowed return but sent 
long cruises. Rory and group decide 
return overland the East. After difficult journey 
which some die and Rory’s old enemy attempts 
repeat his cannibalism, the party wins through 
Louis and finally New York. War with England had 
begun the year before and this together with the difficulties 
encountered stymied Astor’s dream Northwest 
pire. Rory discovers that has really loved Deborah all 
the time that Valerie’s marriage another made 
difference. 


showing the relation the fur trade and exploration 
the development the Northwest and the 
encountered that exploration there some value 
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River the West. Objectionable features include the 
very infrequent mention sex relation voyageurs 
and Indian squaws and the very frequent and vulgar pro- 
which occurs throughout the book. Suitable for 


Shaw, Irwin. The Young Lions. Random House. 


Oct. 1948. 689p. $3.95. 


The high price and the use excellent paper, clear type, 
and attractive binding show that the publishers The 
Young Lions believe Irwin Shaw’s first novel 

event. some ways is. There question but that 
will one the most popularly read books the 
gason. Also, seems one Shaw’s better collec- 
short stories; would have been had the 


and culling been intelligently administered. 


From the brutal attempt rape the opening chapter 
the Mosaic killing the last, Irwin Shaw has tried 
successively three chief characters more less 
occasions their lives from the opening 
the last year peace the near end the late European 
War. The Austrian Nazi, Christian Diestl, introduced 
the outset merely incident the career 
American girl, Margaret Freemantle, who spending 
winter holiday the sole function 
provide argument for faire Naz ism; that is, 
the argument that nazism all right “for that its 
aspects the West have been 
and please alone. While spokesman for the 
opposition provides fairly articulate straw- 
man, the very cardinal matter the opening chapter 
the role Christian fails his creator because, somehow, 
speaks the truth destroy the author’s symbolism. 
Selling point number one for the avid best-seller reader 
undoubtedly the action the son the innkeeper 
whose house Margaret staying climbing into her room 
into her bed, uninvited, after New Year’s Eve 
His retreat, meeting with resistance, his savage 
gratuitous beating the girl, and his parting jibe, 
for want anything better say, “Go back the Jews 
Vienna”, are obviously intended symbolic the 
Nazi psychology. This all the more certain because 
the man disappears from the book that point, except 
for the report his death. And reinforced, 
the next day, Margaret’s flight for blissful time into 
the arms her Viennese Jewish who refuses 
marry her. 


the morning after the attempt the inn, Margaret 
from the hotel chat with the ski-instructor, 
Christian, the slope. Confronted the accusation 
that nazism concretized the behavior the inn- 
keeper’s son, Christian answers that the man acted the 
way did not because was Nazi but because 
was that sort man. And there the truth lies, with 
the destruction the author’s symbol. the symbol 
denied, the author stands convicted pure sensationalism. 


not until much later that revealed flash- 
tack that Christian himself enjoyed Margaret’s favors for 
aperiod after her Viennese had faded from scene, 
and this announced only provide link between 
Christian and American for whom Margaret the 
permanent liaison prior his enlistment. Margaret 

hardly even figure the book.) 
through all the German phases the war 
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except the Russian front, undergoing mental, sexual and 
psychological perversions until becomes the archetype 
pure German automatonism. The trouble that his 
automatonism not the result his nazism his 
teuton psychology, but his incessant dehumanizing war- 
time experiences. Such things have happened men 
war whatever their cause creed. 


The Americans are two, Noah Ackerman, son refugee 
Russian Jew, and Michael Whitacre the theatrical 
participant the plot, and human being. Noah 
the book’s prime virtue and its great reason for failure. 
Noah the only live, three-dimensional character any 
magnitude, and considerably the most important. 
what the author wants say and knows best how 
say. 

His struggles against anti-semitism the army enlist the 
reader’s sympathy. His wooing Vermont farm girl, 
her father’s formal acceptance his suit (long, must 
confessed connection with the author’s moral climate, 
after has been actually successful), and the resultant 
marriage form positive arguments for the judgment the 
Jew individual and not detail distorted 
group picture. Noah’s blind fight against his platoon 
brothers, his growth into leadership under fire, his final 
meaningless murder Christian Diestl, are all well done. 
The fault that they are too well done and bulk too 
large for the novel that The Young Lions purports be. 
appears certain that Irwin Shaw did not intend 
write anything but definitive panorama (the word 
the publisher’s) the European war. Noah’s bulk and 
his vividness, against the complete mechanization 
Christian and the utter vacuousness Michael, despoil 
the book any Stripped all but 
the Ackerman story, the novel might have made fair 
special novel the Jewish problem. Bur does not start 
out that, and doesn’t end anything else. 


Still, has been said, might have made good collec- 
tion short stories. The author his best handling 
minor characters vignettes. Detached 
from the mass these would, many worth 
reading. 

for total picture, total meaning, war, life, 
thought, there none. The prospective reader should 
curb himself with the realization that the book will 
talked about for while because new, because can 
considered conjunction with The Naked and the 
Dead, because Irwin Shaw, and because provides 
enough spice lure the thrill-lover. Then, after year, 
will not talked about. 


cases, 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, 


Gitlow, Benjamin. The Whole Their Lives. 
Scribners. Oct. 18, 1948. xvi, 385p. $3.50. 


Benjamin Gitlow’s second major work well written 
story Communist personalities and intrigue. The author 
speaks from first-hand experience, since was formerly 
the highest ranks the Party. The picture portrays 
appalling, even world reasonably well informed 
Communists methods and practices. 


The book loosely chronological, starting with the begin- 
nings the American Communist Party and continuing 
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the present date. Against this background, the author dis- 
cusses the character the top Communists. shows 
their abject servility Moscow and their ruthlessness 
enforcing iron discipline. the same time, much the 
sordid side Communist life revealed. Little idealism 
seen, either here Moscow, but rather intrigue, 
chicanery, and struggles for power. 


The author writes most detail about the period with 
which was personally familiar. the same time, 
shows considerable insight regard Communist maneu- 
vers the New Deal and the recent war period, after 
had been expelled for challenging Stalin’s absolute 
control over the American Party. this section, how- 
ever, one might question some sweeping statements about 
Communist influence. would seem that the writer 
accepts face value some exaggerated Communist claims. 
Illustrations this would alleged Communist control 
over the New Deal; practical domination over the 
Communist control certain major strikes; and similar 
incidents (all these Chapter IX). 

The reviewer likewise concerned with the statement 
287: “Many communist officials the unions 
have already taken off their communist robes and donned 
the robes the will support 
the most rabid resolutions order 
remain the seat power. tactic retreat not 
new the communist movement.” this were true, 
would most disconcerting the present time when 
Communist influence labor the wane. While 
such tactic may seem logical from Communist view- 
point, there actually evidence that has been fol- 
lowed. Communist may dissimulate his beliefs, but 
not permitted attack the making this obser- 
vation, the reviewer naturally not pitting his authority 
against Mr. Gitlow’s. happens that the reviewer had 
occasion discuss this question meeting some 
the highest intelligence agencies the United States and 
the United Kingdom. These experts counter-espionage 
were the opinion that Communist psychology does not 
permit “sleeper agent” aggressively 
nist, particularly public. This may seem making 
much ado about minor point, but the importance the 
veracity such persons Louis Budenz, Elizabeth Bent- 
ley, Whittaker Chambers, and Michael Quill such that 

spite these points where the author appears 
exaggerate, the book deserves wide reading public. 
should particularly informative the group liberals 
who consider Communists slightly misguided idealists. 
Before the book recommended for high-school use, 
might well for teachers librarians read care- 
fully. The author ooccasionally notes the loose sexual 
morals Communists (pp. 108; 138-9; does 
not seem, however, that these passages are poor taste. 
the whole, the book deserves considered 
American counterpart Kravchenko’s Chose Freedom. 

Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Sheen, Monsignor Fulton Philosophy Religion. 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Oct. 15, 
$5.00. 

The title Monsignor Sheen’s latest book, Philosophy 
Religion, somewhat misleading. the preface states 
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his purpose more explicitly, which “to show the 
tionship between human reason and religion.” 
lar his aim show the realtionship between the 
graded state reason, loosely called the modern 
and the religion which subconsciously and 
aspires. 
The work begins with study the genesis the 
mind; its growth traced through the four periods 
rationalism, romanticism, mechanism and the 
period, which for want better term the author 
irrationalism. succinct and just analysis th: 
philosophers and theologians, scientists and artists, 
period the author isolates and identifies the spirit each 
age. What more shows the modern man 
his philosophy and religion into the forms, dictated 
current and fashionable scientific theories 
ages, has gradually lost the use reason and the 
mony christian truth. The central thesis emerging 
this section the work and carried throughout its length 
borrowed from Gilson’s “The Unity 
Experience.” The curse our modern Babel has been 
sciences. From Descartes who tried create 
cal philosophy Freud’s attempt fashion 
analytic theology, the confusion the methods and aim; 
the various sciences has tended vitiate them all and 
philosophy One conclusion arise 
clearly and forcibly from the text the importance 
distinguishing the objects, methods and limitations each 
science and the even greater importance restoring 
physics, the science being, its rightful and pre 
eminent position. Only doing can order imposed 
upon intellectual chaos. 


McGlyn 
Brown. 


Thomas 
the Atla 
Fatim 
study 

children 
was 
dette 
institute, 
outside 

through 

Leiria 
the desir 
was 
humility 

admiring 
aid, the 
Then 
ing 


Having demonstrated the barren futility the philosophy 
and theology the scientists, the author restates the 
Thomistic proofs for the existence 
God. special point made the fact that thee 
proofs are independent the cosmological theories 
Aristotelian and Thomistic science and that conse 
quence they remain valid today they did then. 
clarification the meaning metaphysics and its 
tionship positive science chapter VIII deserving 
close perusal every teacher and student scholastic 
philosophy. 


the remainder the book with his usual lucidity and 
brilliance treats the relationship the 
sciences, and especially modern physics, 
neatly disposes the fallacy that new 
implies necessity new religion and the equally 
fallacious inference that merely because the electron has 
revealed sudden whimsical tendency slip into 
the wrong traffic lane, contrary regulations, man 
position reclaim his freedom will. The author turns 
next consideration the science comparative 
gions: after revealing and refuting some the major 
errors this field argues briefly the unique 
the Christian revelation. This section the work 
concludes with analysis the current philosophies 
history and affords convincing demonstration that 
only world, defined christian truth, 
have meaning, man hope, and progress motion 
goal. 
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history and comparative religion the domain philoso- 
Only recovering reason, the perennial philosophy 
and the dignity the supernatural destiny, can man 
the category things and remain person. Other- 
wise, his reason will remain frustrated and himself 
witless, will-less “instrument power, political 

The book recommended without reservations all 
adult, intelligent readers. 


Edward Jacklin, S.J., 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


McGlynn, Thomas. The Vision Fatima. 
Oct. 15, 1948. 215p. $2.50. 


February 1947 Dominican priest from the 
Thomas McGlynn, landed Portugal after flight across 
the Atlantic. brought with him statue Our Lady 
Fatima that himself had sculptured after careful 
the famous apparitions. Naturally was anxious 
test the accuracy his handiwork, and the only way 
was visit Lucy, the sole survivor the three 
children who had seen Our Blessed Mother 1917. But 
was not over-sanguine about his plan. Like St. Berna- 
dette Lourdes Lucy had become member religious 
institute, the Sisters St. Dorothy, and visitors from the 
world were rarely permitted see her. But 
through the kindness the Cardinal Lisbon, the Bishop 
Leiria, and Lucy’s own religious superiors secured 
the desired interview. 


Little, 


was deeply impressed with the cheerfulness and 
humility Lucy, Sister Dores she was called 
She answered his questions about the apparitions 
and unassuming manner. Her candor showed 
her unflattering opinion about the statue. While 
admiring its artistic beauty did not truly represent, she 
aid, the Madonna whom she had seen thirty years before. 
Then and there Father McGlynn decided begin work 
new one under her personal supervision and accord- 
ing her own specifications. 


For ten days lived the priest’s house, attached the 
aademy for girls that was conducted the Sisters 
Dorothy. Lucy was interested and frequent visitor 
workshop and did not hesitate make suggestions 
and criticisms. The finished product met with her ap- 
and the Bishop Leiria honored the priest-sculptor 
selecting him make the statue our Blessed Mother 
that would adorn the tower her magnificent basilica 
Fatima. 

The meeting with Lucy the high-spot the book. But 
there are other interesting features. The author spoke 
with and recorded the testimony two women who were 
atually cured Fatima diseases that baffled medical 
also had the privilege interviewing four 
two them Lucy’s own sisters, who gave him 
their impressions the miracle the sun the final 
apparition October 13, 1917. There also detailed 
acount the incident that took place during the pro- 
from Fatima Lisbon 1946, when three doves 
almost constantly before the statue our 
Blessed Mother. The concluding chapter digest 
that the author preached the message Fa- 
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tima: prayer and penance that are necessary for the 
world today. 


This book subject timely interest and written 
colloquial style will certainly very popular. 
welcome addition fast-growing literature Our Lady 
Fatima and Lucy, her chosen disciple, who April 
this year retired still more from the world entering 
Carmelite convent Coimbra. 


Stephen McKenna, 
St. Clement Mission House, 
Ephrata, Lancaster Co., Pa. 


Savage, Thomas. Lona Hanson. Simon and Schus- 


ter. Oct. 1948. 306p. $3.00. 


This the story Lona Hanson, great-grandaughter 
Bert Bart pioneer owner twenty thousand acres ranch 
land Lost Horse Valley, Montana. Sentinal and 
throughout the state the name Bart was legendary and 
Lona had grown knowing and feeling its power 
impress. But when Bert died strength died Tom, 
his son, inherited the land and dwindled away the family 
fortune. Ruth, Tom’s daughter, the elements 
finement that inheritance and education may produce 
shone somewhat ineffectually and her marriage cowboy 
Jim Hanson had collapsed when ran away with the 
cook. Their child was Lona who reflected none Ruth’s 
characteristics, Bart whose early purpose life became 
preservation her acres. 

Through the years Ruth, drown memory and fight the 
frustration her life, had taken drink. Tom, generous 
fault, managed sink the property debt. Manage- 
ment the ranch had literally fallen into Lona’s young 
hands before Tom died. The feeling responsibility 
that this event, brought about through illness induced 
Lona’s insistence that the old man help move the cattle 
during bitter storm, produced Ruth was sufficient 
change the motive and tenure her life but all her newly 
acquired strength was needed overcome the disap- 
pointment knowing that ownership had passed over 
her head her daughter. Lona’s inheritance included 
threatened foreclosure the heavy mortgage Tom had 
placed the property but not even this would induce 
her sell. 

Her scheme life had first included broncho-buster 
Eddie Rohn but Clyde Barrows who had answered old 
Tom’s for dudes, swell the family income, repre- 
sented wealth her and she knew now that she would 
marry him. His mother’s revelation after the wedding 
that Clyde, novelist, was dependent her generosity, 
made possible through her wealthy second marriage, sets 
Lona’s plan awry. 

Once more pursuit Eddie Rohn, who had departed 
from the ranch marriage Clyde, Lona goes 
the rodeo Butte where she had first met him and 
where she hopes once more find him. Eddie’s essential 
goodness her and this quality sets 
apart from other less distinguished characters the book. 
His promise help Betty Irwin drive her sick husband 
home their ranch, next the Bart’s, wins out over the 
allurement Lona’s hotel room when she finally does en- 
counter him. When Joe Martin, ranch hand, ‘ad- 
mitted the room error, Lona, quite drunk, helpless 
but not reluctant when takes advantage her. 


till needing five thousand dollars meet payment 
her note, Lona coolly demands that sum the neighbor- 
ing Irwins. Betty, once his nurse, and Danny Irwin, 
convalescent tubercular patient had taken ranching 
for the latter’s health. Tom Bart’s kindness had made 
possible for them work their arrid land allowed 
them use his water. for this past and continued 
privilege that Lona makes her terms. 


Returning from Irwin’s, she finds her mother and Clyde 
packed and ready for departure. Ruth, thirty-six, 
Clyde, slightly her junior, had found 
Lona offers them the Pierce Arrow which drive 
town Clyde says, “You can get the divorce.” 


Plodding through the next months, Lona manages the 
land with fewer and fewer men. Eddie, lured her 
letters, returns. Joe Martin, secretive and evil, silently 
blackmails her into allowing him full reign manage- 
ment the ranch. Danny Irwin’s funeral expenses re- 
quire all that and Betty had managed save for 
Lona. But now she remembers that Joe Martin had 
green metal box carefully hidden his suit-case—for 
she had looked. She therefore plans his murder but 
Martin calls her bluff once more rapes her, shoots 
Eddie who was intended discover Joe’s death, and offers 
her the Luger return for evidence that rescued her 
from Eddie. Lona still has her twenty-thousand acres 
—and Joe Martin. 


The unusual characteristic about the novel not the 
story itself but the craftsmanship revealed unfolds 
with unexpectedness that years 
it, with implications untold events, passes the 
breath sentence. Space, weather, color and thought 
are presented the reader 
tions. Small impressionistic vignettes are united and 
relative the whole like reflections room far-off 
circular mirror. Lona’s name individual suggestion 
the air nostalgic loneliness that appears throughout 
the whole book. early promise restraint gives way 
the author’s heroine becomes involved with her ranch 
hands, but there allurement attached the situa- 
tions, and the problem good and evil grows out her 
association with Eddie. writing the girls the Dixie 
Rooms, the Sentinal brothel, there ‘some slight sugges- 
tion that belief Jesus Christ sufficient justify their 
mode life but, general, the author succeeds 
turing bigotry and intolerance outgrowth illiteracy 
and warped manner The book should 
confined adults. 


Prokosch, Frederic. Storm and Echo. Doubleday. 


Sept. 1948. 274p. $3.00. 


When the hero this novel explains chance com- 
panion that intends journey into the heart Africa 
find friend who mixture St. Francis, Machia- 
velli, Hamlet, Don Quixote “with touch Judas for 
good measure, and just whiff one wonders 
whether the quest merely pretext for extended 
travelogue. Later Sam, nicknamed Sambula, meets Alle- 
sandro, denatured humanist, Joshua, scientist, and 
Marius, symbol physical power and they all join 
safari Nagala, mystic mountain held superstitious 
veneration the natives. 


Prokosch Topp 


The trip Nagala proceeds three levels, 
reflective and “mystical.” the sensate level Mr. 
kosch provides, his unusually lush style, 
vivid picture bird, beast and jungle. His 
power amazing. Isolated paragraphs from 
could serve models impressionistic 
composite reality and its innumerable parts 
physically close the reader the sweat one’s 
The reflective level consists the analysis the 
characters, white and native, against the background 
the murderous heat and exhausting effect the 
Prokosch’s white men are all seeking some escape 
their own futility; his black men are riddled supe, 
stition and disease. were not for the artistic 
supplied Prokosch’s poetic prose one might 
misjudge the book case study Freudian 
chology and anthropology. Sex, sadism and dementia 
the most prominent, indeed almost the only subjects 
Prokosch’s reflections. 


deep, dark, secret meaning the safari 
hinted throughout the book. But Nagala mor 
illuminating than Thomas Mann’s magic mountain. Sam. 
bula finally concludes, after prolonged self-searching 
feverish debates with his companions, that his own rok 
this superheated Africa melodrama that one 
searched for some one greater than himself. faith, 
short. And goes on. keep searching; yex 
after year this very failure, this 
very frustration lies the age-old secret human 
The thing sought was really nothing; chimera; 
hagatelle. But the continual struggle, the continual 
feat, the awareness sin, the need God—those are the 
things that have given man his own pathetic glory.” 


the “mystical” level then Prokosch offers the some 
what typical agnostic solution the question 
above all despair the intelligence. 
immersed his own senses that one does not wonder 
why how comes the conclusion does. But one 
does wonder why goes such 
merely for the exercise, and abusive exercise seems 
clear, his own inferior faculties. Storm and Echo 
tragic failure almost every sense save its power 
evoke sense imagery. doubt whether could 
mended any class reader. 


Francis Connolly, 
Fordham University, 
New York City 


Topp, Mildred Spurrier. Smile Please. Houghton. 


Sept. 1948. 280p. $3.00. 

This story takes the reader back the first decade the 
present century and down south the little town 
surely fictional part, the ups and downs 
who struck out make independent livelihood for 
herself and her two daughters. Father had already 
when the story opens. stays away too. 


The polite injunction the title has twofold meaning: 
mother starts successful photographer’s business 
Greenwood; daughter tells the story for 
amusement. 
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The heroine the story, however, not that valiant 
mother, Mrs. Spurrier, but her daughter, author-to-be. 
And the book chronicle what is, roughly speaking, 
ninth year life Greenwood, doing 
traveling. Mildred wild, unpredictable moppet, 
amalgam Henry’s Red Chief, Junior Miss, Little 
Marker, and one the Quiz Kids. Here the stuff 
much it, turns out. Little Mil- 
favorite brand mayhem biting. She bites off 
pieces neck, thumbs, etc. She sends anonymous notes 
stampede her elders. She gathers funds buy teeth 
the town drunkard. And she brings five new words 
school for assignment, the following precocious 
“The vivacious vixen had vertigo, vermin and 
word, the little hellion too archly 
true fiction, much less fact. The other 
the book stay line flat types. 


appraise the book, one must appeal the old 
between material and style. The former rich 
homespun, robust and nostalgic for ma- 
wre audience. But the author often fails make the 
the chances her selection incidents provides, ‘be- 
the style uneven. shuttles between extravagant 
werstatement understatement. The 
passages book are those which the 
writes from her own mature viewpoint, not from 
that the little girl. 


The book tries hard funny too often. The comic 
sometimes come off, but the verbal humor 
lss successful. The malapropism, that delicate instru- 

“ ” “ ° ” 
xample, uses “tripe” for “trite, gar- 
for “garb,” etc., etc. 


“lure” for “leer,” 


The final impression that the author witty talker, 
raconteur orally, but ‘has not yet mastered the 
tick getting her thoughts down smoothly paper. 


Joseph 
Moyne College, 
Syracuse, 


Van Every, Dale. The Shining Mountains. Messner. 
20, 1948. 407p. $3.00. 


hundred-and-seven pages something always hap- 
that’s what handsome Matt Morgan supplies when 
lewis and Clark give him six months fit himself 
for the impending expedition. Matt’s first act 
lads him the rescue the Austin womenfolk 
some drunken Indians. Here meets Nora, her 
nother Lydia and later her stepfather, Daniel. scarce- 

notices Nora, although she rather takes good notice 


the rescue, Matt proceeds meeting the woods 
Baptiste who traps him into looking after 
lass whom enticed 
way from her Osage husband. While Bap pretends 
for healing herbs and roots, the Osages catch Matt 
woman’s side and proceed beat him slow 
The first advance the Lewis and Clark expedi- 
saves Matt from premature grave. The expedition 
moves Matt. Bap nurses him back health 
after begs Matt beat him solidly over the head 
vith club for his treachery, they become lifelong friends. 


Van Every 169 


Matt’s recuperation brings him into contact with Nora 
and the Austins again. builds house for them 
St. Charles the Missouri order get funds for 
expedition into the fur country. This time, notices 
Nora little more, but not enough keep him from his 
dream the shining mountains. 


Bap, meanwhile, bets the whole their equipment 
billiard match against Detroit pool “shark.” wins 
the skin his teeth while Matt stands quaking 
his jerkin but not daring show that does not sup- 
port his partner. Both Matt and Bap finally get away, 
hunt buffalo, survive attack Sioux scouting party, 
put for the winter island the Missouri that 
Bap can get back some the blood lost from gun- 
shot wound the fight. When feeling better, Bap 
makes expedition the Omaha tribe and returns with 
two Indian girls who are teach Matt and him their 
language. 


When spring breaks the winter idyll, the girls run off 
with all their trading stock. Little Owl, Omaha 
boy having only one hand and tenuous relationship 
Bap through Bap’s trader-uncle, Hippolite, helps them 
track the thieves. The Pawnees find the girls first 
Little Owl, Matt and Bap start tracking Pawnees. the 
Pawnee camp they meet trader John Thorn who intro- 
duces them the Council. Just when looks the 
Council will heed the demands Matt and Bap, the 
Spanish show under the command Don Facundo 
Malgares. show favor the Spanish, the Pawnees 
treat the Americans like captive slaves. Little Owl con- 
trives rescue riding apparently wild horse through 
the compound, falling off and leaving knife Matt’s 
hands. 


Escape brings Matt and Bap back St. Louis. Here 
Matt works money for another expedition bringing 
Dan Austin’s cattle from Kentucky, almost impos- 
sible feat during the winter season. Matt’s notice Nora 
increases apace. However, still feels the need 
out into the far country, further “than any man has bee 
before.” Lewis and Clark who have returned this 
time, are responsible for the return Shehaka, Mandan 
Chief whom they brought Washington meet President 
Jefferson. Matt, Bap and Thorn save the expedition from 
annihilation the Sioux, while dickering for trade with 
the Pawnee again. 


Once more Matt goes back St. Charles prepare for 
trading trip. sees Nora again and goes far 
pledge himself has finally entered his handsome 
skull that love with her. This will his last 
expedition which hopes far enough and from 
which hopes bring back enough build Nora 
house for her very own, wedding present. 


The last hundred pages are race full suspense between 
Matt’s fur hunting—and staying away year two more 
than bargained on—and Nora’s resistance her cheer- 
ful stepfather who applying every possible moral pres- 
sure bear upon her marry him, now that Lydia, her 
mother, has died childbirth. Matt finally rides thou- 
sand miles the flooding Missouri reach her—too late. 


fact, arrives her wedding day, just when Nora 
and Austin are preparing for their honeymoon. General 
despair and mutual recrimination are succeeded Nora’s 
giving herself Bap when Matt refuses see her. 
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Meanwhile, the rising flood carries away the house and 
drowns Dan Austin drunk and wondering where the other 
half his honeymoon spending the night. Bap sets 
out bring Matt back Nora when realizes that she 
can love only him. finds Matt literally killing himself 
exhaustion, carries him through blizzard, saves Matt’s 
life and loses his own the process. The Indians help 
Matt recover and returns Nora. They agree 
pick the loose ends their lives and make the best 
they can out the future, since life without each other 
is, for them, worse than death—shining mountains 
shining mountains. 

There is: action, adventure, episode after episode flavor- 
with the spice history, the rising troubles with the 
Spanish the South and Southwest and with the English 
who had been arousing the Sioux the North and East. 
The sheer adventurous air The Shining Mountains 
makes easy reading that all the reader wants. 
Character elemental, motivation simple. better 
than protracted serial the pulp magazines not 
much. Several its passages should deleted. These 
make unfit for any but adult readers. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Stone, Irving. Earl Warren: Great American 
Story. Prentice-Hall. Aug. 16, $2.00. 


This campaign biography and must therefore 
with grain smoothly and competently writ- 
ten author widely recognized for his skill biogra- 
phy. That Warren was able attract writer Stone’s 
brilliance accomplish task usually done 
lights characteristic the men. Throughout his career 
has been able find the right man for the job even 
when the person was Democrat. 

Warren’s life reads like typical American success story. 
Born Los Angeles Swedish mother and Norwegian 
father had vigorous but undistinguished youth. 
become trial lawyer was his one ambition. After service 
the World War became deputy the District 
Attorney Alameda County then District Attorney and 
finally Attorney General California. The secret his 
success was working sixteen hours day and meeting 
more voters than any other candidate. His advanced 
social outlook, honesty office, friendliness appealed 
the people. 

Warren’s family has received almost 
he. Married comparatively late, has six children 
who, together with Mrs. Warren, have sunny smiles and 
gracious personalities. His family life has 
cable; and, man large family without independent 
means, knows the economic problems the average 
American. 

According the author “the California election laws are 
very nearly inexplicable anyone who has not drunk 
them with his mother’s means these 
election laws Warren won the primary elections for gover- 
nor both the Republican and Democratic tickets, thus 
obviating the necessity general election. has placed 
nonpartisanship statesmanlike basis; and lesson 
politics read how satisfies both the Republicans 
and the Democrats. 


Best 


Before Warren accepted the nomination for 
something more than “call balls and strikes the Senate 
Dewey has promised Warren that will have 
job. one the last chapters this book there 
enlightening discussion concerning how the Vice 
dency can become the Assistant Presidency. This 
proposition that needs serious consideration all 
cans and this chapter alone worth the price the 
Stone confesses that “Earl Warren neither genius 
saint Like all active men has made his quota 
mistakes but they are mistakes the head and 
the What these mistakes have been you 
discover this eulogy but you will find 
American who has established wholesome record 
politics and whom are likely hear more 
future. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Atkins, Lee. This Harvest. 
28, 1948. $3.00. 

When reviewer considers the agonizing hours and 
less toil expended the writing story which will 
the source gratifying reading experience, must 
prepared regard the effort 
cisms must take into account the fact that the autho 
was motivated primarily desire provide the reade 
with product whose perusal would help fill empty hour 
with the pleasures one expects derive from the readin 
fiction. But sometimes the motive suspect, 
sometimes—as the case with This 
matter what the motive, the result 
puerile, shallow, ineffective, and false that the 
cannot find himself the quality forbearance which 
would allow him express his opinion tha 
would contain even semblance sympathy 
standing. session with novel this kind 
experience. The disturbing factor the con 
stantly recurring note that the authors believe they 
creating characters who spring from their profound and 
sensitive awareness the subtle mysteries that make the 
human heart object inexhaustibly delightful and 
exhilarating study. time does the reader find 
dence this insight. 

This Harvest the story the Italian grape 
growers the California recognize the 
There isn’t drop life blood within these pages; 
printer’s ink. 

The authors are engaged portraying the 
simple, industrious Italian immigrants illiterate 
peasants socially acceptable citizens the American 
family. One objects strenuously the authors’ shallow 
conception the qualities that make any family any 
people “socially acceptable.” When the children the 
immigrant Italians lose their accents, play 
football, have ample pocket money, borrow the 
automobile date nights, give their lives the caus 
freedom Anzio and Cassino, then they are indeed 
boys and girls who have earned the right called 

Principally, this the story Serena Primavera 
lated into English that reads: Calm Spring!) eighteen 
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age, blonde, blue-eyed, slim, trim, beautiful Italian 
who made her way America obtaining 
from middle aged Californian return tor her 
marry him. She never intended keep her 
and doesn’t. Instead she married the young, 
dependable Giovanni Arvedi, also 
who fled the mines Scranton, Pa., for the sun 
jrenched valleys California. Serena bears his children, 
his home, and heroically throws the weight her 
figure into the business plowing the good earth. 
Shades Olan, Hollywood version. But all not serene 
for Serena. Amiel Bayazed, cynic and cad “to whom 
women come willingly,” desires Serena with passion 
that knows bounds. devious means acquires 
and influence, but not Serena, that is, not until 
asks him give her husband financial assistance. 
agrees but return for the money Serena must 
herself him. She promises, but when the appoint- 
arrives, Serena flees from Bayazed’s apartment. 


Giovanni prospers, while Serena cquires culture 
poise, and mends her broken accent going night 
But she unhappy. loving husband, wealth, 
social position are tainted accomplishments for her. 
There’s blot the ’scutcheon, debt unpaid; Serena 
has not met her part the bargain with Bayazed. After 
years she pays the debt, and last finds peace, 
and contentment the arms her husband. Non 
That’s the subtle quality that makes Serena 
personality. More can told but the incidents 
too trite, the characters too flat and the whole effort 
totally undramatic and absurd for further exposition. 


One does not dare begin critical the style cope 
with the confusingly inconsistent attempts achieve 
dialogue. One would presume that under emo- 
stress, individual would express himself 
tongue. But here find immigrants who, the 
violent emotional outburst,express themselves 
English. Lovers speak love broken Eng- 
and infuriated father upbraids his child the 
table broken English. However when char- 
delivers eulogy praise America the land 
then speaks the mother tongue. After 
with the eccentricities the dialogue one left 
occasional lapse. Would you care know 
Lee Atkins Lee Atkins they are Margaret 
Violet Atkins. 

Lawrence Pontrelli, 

University Scranton 


Pagemann, Bentz. Into the 
Aug. 20, 1948. 245p. 


Plagemann’s third novel part what now looks 
extended wave literary interest northeastern 
Ohio, indicated previously this year fictional biog- 
Ruth McKenney and the biographical fiction 
Haydn well Brom Weber’s definitive 
Hart Crane. Plagemann has taken his own 
omer this relatively fallow field rather over- 
attempt define the cultural and class conflict 
the extra-suburkan area east Cleveland, not far from 
suppose this the first time that such 
penetrating examination the social, moral, 
religious limitations special group private 


Labyrinth. Farrar, 


$2.75. 
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school girls from Ursuline and 
Notre Dame Cleveland and boys from less pre- 
cisely located prep school operated the Brothers 
Mary—has been made. 


Into the Labyrinth explores what perhaps more appropri- 
ate novel about Massachusetts, the marked inferiority 
complex sensitive Catholic adolescents relation 
socially dominant Anglo-Saxon Protestants, the combina- 
tion defiance and foot kissing which accounts for 
much that otherwise inexplicable and seemingly irra- 
tional the murky macrocosm Boston politics. Plage- 
mann’s transplanted Yankees have retained acquired 
ceremonial formality, not now found among their 
saltier, home-grown counterparts New that 
just little wierd the comparative hinterland the 
Kirtland hills—as wierd, say, Stark Young planta- 
tion the middle Oklahoma. This reviewer has 
reason, however, believe that the author has not put 
down substantially what occurs the more bleak quarter 
sections along Butternut Ridge. 

The distinctive feature this novel its extraordinary 
understanding the sexual problems growing and 
conscientious Catholic boy, who is, paradoxically, both 
athletic and sensitive. This makes the book more than 
careful exercise local color, something more than 
interesting and unpartisan study the psychology 
half alien minority meeting the cultural pretensions 
another minority group, people whose allegiance was 
first America and not God,” which has hesitation 
imposing its own provincial norms the local com- 
munity. Plagemann’s understanding matched his 
frankness about adolescent sex, which, fear, will prove 
—and with some justification—repulsive many readers, 
especially Catholics. 

Robert Vandermeer, the eighteen year 
suffers not only cultural panic the face his confident 
New England neighbors, but undergoing the tempta- 
tions solitary is, think, thor- 
oughly honest and morbidly convincing his manage- 
ment this clinical theme; inclined question 
the need for literai transcription the boy’s awkwardly 
phrased confession. The story basically hyperbolic 
account the hero’s development from sexual apprehen- 
sion through sexual violence understanding and 
acceptance sex. All this rather feverishly linked 
with the rhythm the church calendar. The boy 
first plagued temptation and acute physical embar- 
rassment when his special girl, the Yankee Laura, tries 
teach him dance. Then seduced, scene 
strange mechanical violence,” Collyer Browning, the 
nymphomaniac wife ineffective Yankee playwright, 
who, after witnessing this step Robert’s advancement, 
hangs himself the woods. Robert comes upon the 
body, does not report it, but discovers evil pleasure 
continuing his sexual training with Collyer, who, 
turn, commits suicide upon hearing the death her 
hushand. these mortuary relations Robert adds more 
than soupcon psychological sadism and something 
like blasphemy finds lenten pictures saintly mar- 
tyrdom source sexual stimulation; takes 
perverse pleasure associating these pious images with 
his adulterous final gesture conscious 
depravity, makes abortive phvsical attack 
Laura during woodsy reconciliation and during the most 
sacred hours Good Friday. 
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strip the events the narrative this way is, fear, 
condemn for most readers this review. The book 
definitely unsuitable for any but mature readers. Yet, 
think that Plagemann deserves consideration one who 
writes knowingly, sometimes injudiciously, 
can Catholic theme. far know, the first 
write novel which presents the very important, and 
generally ignored, problems young second generation 
Catholic American whose pride the culture bestowed 
the Church mitigated the gaudiness and bad 
taste some its American manifestations, especially 
the presence the parochial assurance upper class 
Yankees, for whom local poverty and ugliness represents 
the sum their knowledge Catholicism. 
The Catholic world where his days were spent, 
before tapestry rich with color and detail, was 
least time heritage comparable hers. But 
home see how threadbare the tapestry had 
become personal life: the Sacred Heart crimson 
ink, the faded Millet “Angelus” the dining-room 
over the spoons the table—to 
home first was realize that the heritage had become 
somehow weakened and vulgarized; certain 
tragic dimunition example, whereby plate cod- 
fish cakes the table came represent the greatness 
fasting and martyrdom, and the beauty virtue 
and the good life. 
The sustained undersong imagery 
olic. not clear about Plagemann’s intention link- 
ing the hero’s sexual crisis the ritual and eschatological 
symbolism living faith. possible that at- 
tempting elaborate anthropological irony, doing the 
novel with age-old but current Catholic practices the sort 
thing done Eliot The Waste Land with 
material from Sir James Frazer and Jesse Weston. may 


that Plagemann’s intention was merely add ap- 
propriate symbolism the portrait impressionable 


mind crisis. The ambiguity not cleared the 
close the story when Robert, attuned the ritualistic 
repetition the death Christ, appropriately discerns 
the possibility his own redemption. 
Oh, could not bear live the world did 
not know that somewhere there was God, some 
Ultimate Being, some Greater Authority Which 
could guide himself, and Whom, all the days and 
ways his life, might consign his was 
damned and lost now, might some day saved, 
and meanwhile, God, Who was everywhere, would 
waiting. 
Robert thought that: God waiting somewhere for 
him come Him, and sudden impulse 
stopped and knelt clearing the stream. Later, 
perhaps, might find different way speak 
God, speak Him directly, but for the present 
would have content with the way which 
had been taught. 
For Catholic what new ways are there? 
Joseph Cotter, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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